Jeweller Mol Mathieson tells Carolyn Henderson why her
one-off and bespoke designs are the toast of the town. ..

oithing fazes ppweller Mal Mathiesan, Not even the aowner of several Saluki
diogs who wanted her 1o make elegant beaded and tasselled callars far her
equally elegant canlnes, or the customer whe reguected a unigue set of
rasary beads
“The rosary beads did make me think,” admitted Meol, whose Lavenham
shop has become a not-so-well-kept secret for thase sweanting one-off handmade designs.
“| had te go and ask a friendly vicar whether there showld be a certaln number of beacs
and whethar 11 had 1o be blestad by a prest.”
When you see the guality and edginality of her work, it's hard 1o believe that thresa
years ago, she was employed in marketing.
Even harder to comprehend when you see the beautifully detailed drawings displayed
alongside the necklaces, bracelets and earrings, is that as a student, she was turred dowrn
wihien she applied to do a fine art degree course.

CIC magazne = Febmgry, 2071 5 1




W jewellery

“They rubbished my portfalio,” said Baoi, whose firit name is short far
Maira and pronaunced acoardingly. "Wy style is tight and detailed and the
fashian then was to let everything flona,

“&ao hwent and did & degres in sports soience and bosiness studies instead.
Four yeears later, | became marketing manager for a coat hanger factary. |
kremar everything about coat hangers there is to know!™

Her sense of humour and refusal to be typecast
muet be one of her greatest asets,

She enjoys the pun in her shop's name = Bade by
Mol — and although she jokes about the coat hangers,
it wias a |ob that got ker invaleed in design and print
arnd took her all ower Europse.

31 —

A leq of farm
Three years ago, she had what she describes as a “lightning moment”, took
woluntary redundancy and started Made by Med,

“I'tl always made jewellery fior myself,” she sald. “I've never been trained,
I just vook things apart, saw how they were made and worked out how e do
it. Maybe that's the schence background!™

This indluded veaching herself lampuwark, using a contrelled flame to melt
glass and steel rods and shaping the malten pleces into beads.
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She alio works with handmade and painted beads and semi-precious stones

such as pasper and agate, stringing and maunting them on special multi-
stranded wire. For special commissions she can work waith gold.

| lessake af thoe materials first and then do the design,” she said. ©1 never
dezign a piece and then find the materials to seork withe | dan™ know why, it
just the way it happens.”

At first, Med sold her jewvellery at craft fairs and private
parties, Encouraged by her success, she realised she
needed a shop and Lst yearn, found whit seemed 1o be
the ideal premises in Sudburg.

*Then it all went wrong and | last most of my Christmas
trade, thaugh | picked up what | could fram craft fairs,”
she said.

“Burt I'm a great bellever inofate - and | get a call from
ane af my customers wiwa sald her husband had a shop to rent in Lavenham, If
I wianted to fee if.

“|t weas lowe at first sight. | got the keys an December 14, fitted it out ryself
and apened on Janwary 4. B was o exclting, and stll 5. Every day, | come into
wiork and think ‘this is my shop' ™

Med weorks upstalrs, inoan impressively neat emironment where beads are in
separate trays and everything 5 In its place.




For company, she has the amiable Gulliver, who she thinks is a Labradar crossed
with a collie

She insists that she never gets bored. “FIl have my head down making things,
then suddenly kook up and realise it's four o'clock, or that it's been raining for
ages and | haven't noticed,” she said,

“And, of course, | love talking to customers. Once they realise that | make all
iy jevwnelleny and that everything is a one-off, they're fascinated,”

Branching out
Mai's pen sketches are also in demand and have proved 1o be anather gond
bussiness venture

*| dix drawwings of wedding venues and personalise them for cowples with
their names and the date,” sha

said. "It's a bit different and people EVQW d @ \}’)

say it makes a lovely memento.”

However, one of her favourite | .I_hi ﬁ |(< \ Th iS

sales was of a drawing of The ) ,
Swan Inn at Lavenham ! ':"}’

A couple came inowhio swere | 5 rT‘I‘I}l‘ v -“I r::l p
ttaving there and | thaught the
rman was going to buy it," she said, "He didn't, so | forgot about it

*The next day, they came back and the wioman was really excited because
they'd become engaged. He'd proposed to her that night at The Swan and
came back to buy the drawing,”

Mo alio makes bespoke pieces, which are particularly popular as wedding
jewellary, to mark special accations ar simply te complemant an outfit that
nothing else seems to work wath,

She’s determined to keep her originality, "1 could send my designs to China
and hawe lots of them in lots of shops, ™ she said,

“But it's all abourt me being me and being able ta tell someone everything
about a necklace. In 10 years time | ope 11 still be here, still doing this”
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